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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

This section includes the opinion of the Circuit Clerk’s independent auditing firm.



INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT

July 30, 2021

Members of the County Board
LaSalle County, Illinois

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk, Illinois ,as of and 
for the year ended November 30, 2020, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively 
comprise the Circuit Clerk’s basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.
 
Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance 
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the design, 
implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial 
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit 
in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of 
the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the assessment of the 
risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk 
assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the Circuit Clerk’s preparation and fair presentation 
of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not 
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Circuit Clerk’s internal control. Accordingly, 
we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and 
the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial statements. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit 
opinions.

Opinions

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the respective 
financial position of the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk, Illinois, as of November 30, 2020, in accordance with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Emphasis of Matter

As discussed in Note 1, the financial statement presents only the fiduciary fund of the Circuit Clerk and does not 
purport to, and does not, present fairly the financial position of LaSalle County, Illinois as of November 30, 2020 
and the changes in its financial position, for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. Our opinion is not modified with respect to this matter.
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Other Matters

Required Supplementary Information

The LaSalle County Circuit Clerk, Illinois has omitted the management's discussion and analysis for the fiduciary 
fund that accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require to be presented to 
supplement the financial statement. Such missing information, although not a part of the fund financial statement, 
is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board which considers it to be an essential part of the 
financial reporting for placing the financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical 
context. Our opinion on the fund financial statements is not affected by this missing information.

Other Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively 
comprise the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk, Illinois. The Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities - Agency 
Fund and J Report are presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not a required part of the financial 
statement. Report J provides relevant information that is not provided by the fiduciary fund financial statement, 
and is not intended to be a presentation in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America. Report J is based on guidelines of the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts.

The Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities - Agency Fund and Report J are the responsibility of 
management and were derived from and relate directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the financial statement. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the 
audit of the financial statement and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such 
information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statement or to 
the financial statement itself, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities - 
Agency Fund and Report J are fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the financial statements taken as 
a whole.

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated July 30, 2021 on our 
consideration of the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's internal control over financial reporting of the fiduciary fund 
and on our tests of is compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations,contracts, and grant agreements and 
other matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial 
reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over 
financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's internal control over financial 
reporting of the fiduciary fund and its compliance.

Restricted Use of this Auditor's Report

This report is intended solely for the information and use of LaSalle County, Illinois, the appropriate local 
governments within that county, the pass through agencies of the State of Illinois, the Illinois General Assembly, 
and the Governor of the State of Illinois and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than 
these specified parties.

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
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ASSETS

Cash on Hand and in Banks $  1,187,953 

LIABILITIES

Due to Others  1,187,953 

LASALLE COUNTY CIRCUIT CLERK

Statement of Fiduciary Assets and Liabilities
November 30, 2020

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement.
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The LaSalle County Circuit Clerk (Circuit Clerk) is an agency fund of LaSalle County, Illinois (County), which is 
governed by a twenty-nine member board. These statements only represent the Trust and Agency accounts of the 
Circuit Clerk of LaSalle County. The Circuit Clerk collects fees, fines and penalties and remits these amounts to 
the proper agencies or individuals. 

REPORTING ENTITY

In accordance with Public Act 90-350 of the State of Illinois, these financial statements present only the fiduciary 
funds of the Circuit Clerk of LaSalle County and are not intended to present the financial position of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles.

MEASUREMENT FOCUS AND BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

Measurement Focus

The accounts of the County are organized on the basis of funds, each of which is considered a separate accounting 
entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise 
its assets, deferred outflows of resources, liabilities, deferred inflows of resources, fund equity, revenues, and 
expenditures. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the 
purposes for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The Circuit 
Clerk fiduciary balances and activity presented in this report are included in the agency funds for the County's 
financial statements.

Basis of Accounting

These financial statements are presented under the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified 
accrual basis of accounting, revenue is recognized when it is susceptible to accrual, i.e., both measurable and 
available. Expenditures are recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund 
liability is incurred.

LASALLE COUNTY CIRCUIT CLERK

Notes to the Financial Statements
November 30, 2020
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NOTE 2 - DETAIL NOTES ON ALL FUNDS

DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS

As of November 30, 2020, the County had no investments for the Circuit Clerk. 

Interest Rate Risk. The highest interest rate available will always be the objective of the investment policy 
combined with safety of principal, which is left to the discretion of the LaSalle County Treasurer. 

Credit Risk. The investment and deposit of County monies is governed by the provisions of the Illinois Compiled 
Statutes. In accordance with these provisions, all County monies must be invested in one or more of the 
following:

a. Interest-bearing savings accounts, interest-bearing certificates of deposit, or interest-bearing time deposits 
constituting direct obligations of any bank as shall have been selected and designated under the terms of the 
Illinois Compiled Statutes and as shall have complied with the requirements thereof;

b. Shares or other forms of securities legally issuable by savings and loan associations incorporated under the 
laws of this state or any other state or under the laws of the United States, provided such shares or securities 
are insured by the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation;

c. Bonds, notes, certificates of indebtedness, treasury bills, or other securities now or hereafter issued, which 
are guaranteed by the full faith and credit of the United States of America as to principal and interest;

d. Short-term discount obligations of the Federal National Mortgage Association.

During the year ended November 30, 2020, the County complied with the provisions of these statutes pertaining 
to the types of investments held and institutions in which deposits were made.

Custodial Credit Risk. In the case of deposits, this is the risk that in the event of a bank failure, the County's 
deposits may not be returned. The Circuit Clerk does not have an investment policy that addresses custodial credit 
risk. 

As of November 30, 2020, the carrying amount of the County's deposits with financial institutions for the Circuit 
Clerk totaled $1,187,953 with the bank balances totaling $1,519,822. The bank balances of $1,187,953 are 
entirely insured or collateralized with securities held by the County or its agent in the County's name.

LASALLE COUNTY CIRCUIT CLERK

Notes to the Financial Statements
November 30, 2020
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Beginning Ending
Balances Additions Deductions Balances

ASSETS

Cash on Hand and in Banks $  1,625,641  885,186  1,322,874  1,187,953 

LIABILITIES

Due to Others  1,625,641  885,186  1,322,874  1,187,953 

LASALLE COUNTY CIRCUIT CLERK

Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities - Agency Fund
For the Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2020
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL
OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER

MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

July 30, 2021

Members of the County Board
LaSalle County, Illinois

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America 
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statement of the fiduciary fund of the LaSalle County 
Circuit Clerk, Illinois, as of November 30, 2020, and the related notes to the financial statement, and have issued 
our report thereon dated July 30, 2021.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statement, we considered the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's 
internal control over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are appropriate in 
the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statement, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's internal control. Accordingly, we 
do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's internal control.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or 
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, 
misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal 
control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the Circuit Clerk's financial 
statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet 
important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of the internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses or 
significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal 
control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses may exist that were not 
identified.

Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's financial statement is 
free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of 
our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards.
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LaSalle County Circuit Clerk
July 30, 2021
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Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance and the 
results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's 
internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's internal control and 
compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose.

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON
INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE

July 30, 2021

Members of the County Board
LaSalle County, Illinois

Compliance

We have examined the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's compliance with the requirements listed below during the 
year ended November 30, 2020. The management of the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk is responsible for 
compliance with these requirements. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk's compliance based on our examination.

A. The Circuit Clerk has properly assessed fines, fees, costs, penalties, and judgments in accordance with the 
purpose authorized by law.

B. The Circuit Clerk has properly distributed fines, fees, costs, penalties, and judgments in accordance with the 
purpose authorized by law.

C. The Circuit Clerk has timely assessed and distributed monies in accordance with the purpose authorized by 
law.

D. The Circuit Clerk has complied, in all material respects, with applicable laws and regulations in its financial 
and fiscal operations.

E. The Circuit Clerk has properly and legally administered money or negotiable securities or similar assets and the 
accounting and recordkeeping relating thereto has been proper, accurate, and in accordance with the law.

Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants; the standards applicable to attestation engagements contained in Government 
Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; the annual audit requirements 
included in the Clerks of Courts Act (Act); and the Circuit Clerk Audit Guidelines as noted by the Act. Those 
standards, the Act, and the Circuit Clerk Audit Guidelines require that we plan and perform the examination to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk complied in all material respects, 
with the specified requirements listed above. An examination involves performing procedures to obtain evidence 
about whether the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk complied with the specific requirements listed above. The nature, 
timing and extent of the procedures selected depend on our judgement, including an assessment of the risks of 
material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error. We believe that our examination provides a reasonable 
basis for our opinion.

Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the LaSalle County Circuit Clerkk's compliance with 
specified requirements.

In our opinion, the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk complied, in all material respects with the requirements listed in 
the first paragraph of this report during the year ended November 30, 2020.
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The purpose of this report on compliance is solely to describe the scope of our testing and the results of that 
testing in accordance with the requirements of the annual audit requirements included in the Clerks of Courts Act 
and the Circuit Clerk Audit Guidelines as noted by the Act. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other 
purpose.

Internal Control

Management of the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal 
control over compliance with requirements listed in the first paragraph of this report. In planning and performing 
our examination, we considered the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's internal control over compliance with the 
requirements listed in the first paragraph of this report to determine the examination procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on 
internal control over compliance in accordance with the annual audit requirements included in the Clerks of 
Courts Act (Act) and the Circuit Clerk Audit Guidelines as noted by the Act, but not for the purpose of expressing 
an opinion on the effectiveness of the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's internal control over compliance. 
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the LaSalle County Circuit Clerk's internal 
control over compliance.

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over compliance 
does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to 
prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with the requirements listed in the first paragraph of this report on a 
timely basis. A material weakness over compliance is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal 
control over compliance, such that there is a reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a 
requirement listed in the first paragraph of this report will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely 
basis. A significant deficiency in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of 
deficiencies, in internal control over compliance that is less severe than a material weakness in internal control 
over compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph 
of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control over compliance that might be 
material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. We did not identify any deficiencies in internal control over 
compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses may exist that have not 
been identified.

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our testing of 
internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of the annual audit 
requirements included in the Clerks of Courts Act (Act) and the Circuit Clerk Audit Guidelines as noted by the 
Act. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other purpose.

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
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